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16 A master plan proposes to transform the

concrete-lined Los Angeles River into a green

spine in the heart of the city.
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34 Fez, Morocco: the master plan for the rehabilitation of the

Fez River helps to create attractive open spaces on vacant sites

in the historic Medina.

23 The Sponge Park and its canals in

Brooklyn, New York City, are designed to slow,

absorb, and filter surface water runoff.
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ralised canal in Zhiangijawo New Town is part

of the decentralised stormwater management.

29 In August 2005 Hurricane Katrina caused

a catastrophe in New Orleans. Vast areas of the

city were flooded after several levee breaches.
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C U R R E N T S P E R S O N A L I T I E S P R O J E C T S

P R O J E C T S

P E R S O N A L I T I E S

K A T H R Y N G U S T A F S O N has received the Sckell Ring of Honour 2009. The ring which

was named after the designer of the English Garden in Munich, Germany, Friedrich Ludwig von

Sckell (1750-1823), is an award for outstanding landscape architects, garden historians and associ-

ated professions. It has been bestowed by the Bavarian Academy of Fine Arts since 1967.

The US American landscape architect Kathryn Gustafson studied applied arts at the University of

Washington in Seattle and fashion at the Institute of Technology in New York. She moved to Paris

as a fashion designer and in 1979 graduated in landscape architecture from the École Nationale

Supérieure du Paysage in Versailles. Gustafson is an internationally

renowned landscape architect. Her most prominent projects include

the Diana Princess of Wales Memorial Fountain in Hyde Park,

London, Lurie Park in Chicago and Cultuurpark Westergasfabriek

in Amsterdam. Many of the projects completed with her practices

Gustafson Porter in London and Gustafson Guthrie Nichol in

Seattle, USA, have been honoured with prizes and awards.Pe
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P E T E R L A T Z will turn 70 on 19 October. Two years ago the book Syntax of Landscape –

The Landscape Architecture of Peter Latz and Partners was published, presenting the work of the

German landscape architects Latz and Partners. The title discloses the subject area that has earned

Peter Latz and his practice international recognition: the after-use of old industrial sites and their

rehabilitation through landscape architecture. One of the most important projects is the land-

scape park Duisburg Nord on a disused iron and steel works in the Ruhr area of Germany. His

theses on the treatment of industrial relicts have gained worldwide recognition. He received the

first Rosa Barba European Landscape Prize in Barcelona (2000) and the Grande Médaille

d’Urbanisme of the Académie d’Architecture, Paris (2001).

The focus of his interest on recycling and ecological urban devel-

opment has defined his work as landscape architect and professor

at Technical University Munich, where he taught until 2008. This

has earned him an Emeritus of Excellence from the TU Munich,

which the university bestows on renowned professors for their

achievements in research and teaching and their commitment to

the university, even after their official retirement.M
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The Giants’ Garden in Lille is structured into thematic spaces (from left to

right): The “Cloud Parvis”, the “Bamboo Garden” and the “Source Garden”,

a sunken water garden which can be experienced along a system of bridges.

PARK DES GÉANTS, LILLE, FRANCE
Client: Lille Métropole Communauté Urbaine (LMCU) SAEM Euralille 
Landscape architects: MUTABILIS Paysage & Urbanisme, Paris,
France 
Architects: Duncan Lewis Scape Architecture; D.V.V.D.
Set design: Arc-en-Scène 
Area: 3 hectares 
Costs: 5.5 million euros 
Competition: 2005 
Completion: June 2009 

The Giants’ Garden (Jardin

des Géants) extends over three

hectares across the site of a

former paved car park in the

French town of Lille. The

competition for the redevel-

opment of the site was won by

the Paris practice Mutabilis

Paysage & Urbanisme in 2005,

and the park was opened this

June.

Three spaces that respond to

the urban fabric structure the

Giants’ Garden: The “Cloud

Parvis” (parvis des nuages)

highlights the urban design

ensemble Euralilles, the

“Giants’ Meadow” (herbe des

géants) or “Bamboo Garden”

is a calm zone that leads from

the city into the actual garden,

the “Source Garden” (jardin

des sources) is a sunken water

garden which can be experi-

enced along a system of

bridges. Different water levels

support plant and animal life

on wet to moist habitats.

Drainage and attenuation of

surface water are used as a

design element. A network of

rills for watering the extensive

herbaceous borders extends

across the park from the

Cloud Parvis to the large pool

at the Source Garden.

The Giants’ Garden refers to

the myth that in the north of

France giants protect the cities

by guarding their keys.

Jardin des Géants in Lille, France
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C U R R E N T S N E W S

N E W S

New Zealand is far from

everywhere. However, it has

developed a vibrant land-

scape architecture scene,

which really only lacked one

thing to be internationally

recognised and establish the

profession internally – its

own journal. Of course, it

should be mentioned that

New Zealand landscape

architecture has been a regu-

lar feature in Topos during

the past four years. Now two

issues of the independent

quarterly have been pub-

lished, supported by the New

Zealand Institute of Land-

scape Architects and Land-

scaping New Zealand, and –

gratifying for the publishers –

blessed with many pages of

advertising. This is important

as all professional journals,

except for the American

Landscape Architecture Maga-

zine published by ASLA, are

struggling for survival. The

fact that each of the two issues

of the appealingly designed

Landscape Architecture New

Zealand has a different editor

and the layout has already

been changed in the second

issue gives reason to believe

that not everything is running

smoothly yet.

www.agm.co.nz
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The masterplan for the former Tem-

pelhof Airport in Berlin envisages

three new development plots sepa-

rated by green corridors, arranged

around a central open space.

Issue 2 (winter 2009) of “Landscape

Architecture New Zealand” covers a

photo essay on Kaimanawa Forest

Park by Helen Mitchell.

On 31 October 2008 flight operations ceased at Tempelhof

Airport, legendary for the Berlin Airlift and raisin bombers – 

a huge opportunity for Berlin. Tempelhof could become syn-

onymous with innovative, future-oriented, exemplary urban

development and a model for the integration of a vast inner

city area into the urban fabric.

The decision for transforming the largest part of the site into

an inner-city landscape park is also a decision for a climate-

friendly, ecological, socially responsible and green city for the

future. The masterplan envisages three new development plots

separated by green corridors which are arranged around a cen-

tral open space next to the distinctive airport terminal. 280

hectares of the total site area of approximately 380 hectares will

be kept open. It presents a unique opportunity to develop

Berlin into a European metropolis for the 21st century by alter-

nating generous open spaces with dense urban areas. That’s

why Berlin has made a bid for hosting the International Garden

Exhibition 2017 (IGA) on parts of the park landscape and is

currently assessing the possibility of staging the International

Building Exhibition (IBA) 2010-2020. If Berlin should win the

bid, the design for the Tempelhof landscape park will make up

a substantial part of it. The key concept is a resource-efficient,

fair and economically future-oriented urban development that

includes proactive citizens. Developing a landscape park of this

size would be unique in Europe.

A new type of urban park landscape should be created which

will meet the demands of nature in the city, the need for spaces

for movement and communication, but also define new criteria

for open spaces. It should be a place for integration in a multi-

cultural, socially mixed and aging urban society. Certain groups

can occupy certain areas, although the park will be public and

accessible for all. Public funding for maintenance is increasing-

ly scarce. New management concepts are needed, also involving

the citizens. Self-regenerating and self-maintaining urban 

nature is needed, which might even generate resources. The im-

plementation process will extend over many years, necessitating

a phasing concept. These criteria will generate a completely

new set of images for urban landscapes. The park should con-

tribute to “branding” Tempelhof, but also let it emanate beyond

Berlin.

With this objective in mind, the Senatsverwaltung für Stadt-

entwicklung (Senate Department of Urban Development) will

probably launch an open international ideas competition for

landscape architects at the end of 2009 and a second stage for

its implementation, with a high-calibre international jury.

Regula Lüscher

In preparation: 
Competition Landscape Park Tempelhof, Berlin 

New professional journal from New Zealand
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LOS ANGELES RIVER
Revitalization Master Plan
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The master plan proposes to transform the concrete-lined

Los Angeles River into a green spine in the heart of the city,

with restored riparian habitats, improved water quality, and

new recreational uses.
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huge housing demand. Today’s situation pro-

vides a stark contrast to tradition: never before

in India’s history have cities transformed them-

selves in such a dynamic, fast and irreversible

way. These transformations are a result of far-

reaching economic policy changes towards a

free market economy (1991) and the launch of

a massive city modernisation scheme called the

Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal

Mission (JNNURM). While the decades after

independence were characterised by policies

supporting rural development, the focus is now

shifting to urban areas. This has had immense

effects on the economic and geographic struc-

ture of India, and has activated a process of

wholesale redevelopment of the urban fabric of

Indian cities. Waterfronts, as the last large urban

public spaces, are in the spotlight of this trend

and provide cities with significant new develop-

ment opportunities. The Sabarmati Riverfront

Development Project (SRDF) in Ahmedabad is

a first and unique example of a comprehensive

transformation.

As the seventh largest metropolitan region in

India and the financial and cultural capital of the

state of Gujarat, the city of Ahmedabad is a core

area of economic development. Founded in 1411

India had a tradition of heterogeneous town

planning paradigms long before it became in-

fluenced by today’s global models. Registered

city designs at the time of British colonisation,

the setting of internationalisation that followed

independence, and modern and post-modern

urban projects have all left different images. At

first glance the majority of Indian cities show a

fascinating variety of urban patterns distin-

guished by a multitude of fragments dating

from those various times. The majority of plan-

ning projects today, however, are popular real

estate developments with upmarket service

complexes, self-contained apartment complex-

es, gated residential enclaves, information tech-

nology parks, malls and multiplexes. It is only

very recently that discussions regarding sustain-

ability, public infrastructure and public space

have been opened. It is also very recently that

these discussions have been re-embraced by the

planning profession.

Le Corbusier once quipped to the writer and

philosopher Mulk Raj Anand during a meeting

in Paris, “always late, in the true tradition of

India.” India was indeed late in reforming its

urban planning systems to overcome its massive

lack of infrastructure, dearth of open space and

Ahmedabad is rethinking its riverfront at a scale unheard of in India.Though 

implementation will be challenging, the city hopes that this integrated environmen-

tal improvement project will be a model for the nation.

Anne-Katrin Fenk, Karsten Scheffer

Sabarmati
Riverfront Development Project

SABARMATI RIVERFRONT DEVELOPMENT PROJECT,

AHMEDABAD, INDIA

Client: Sabarmati Riverfront Development Corporation

Limited, SRFDCL

Feasibility study: EPC

Urban design: HCP Design and Project Management,

Pvt., Ltd.

Planning period: 1997 onwards

Realisation: 2004 onwards

Area: reclamation of approximately 185 hectares 

Costs: 15 billion Indian rupee (approximately 307 

million US dollars)
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The Sabarmati Riverfront Development is a social and com-

mercial project and is to be partly funded by selling the land

to develop a business district.The city will own most of the

reclaimed land, providing public open space for citizens.
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AD by Sultan Ahmed Shah, the city has a rich ur-

ban heritage marked by a long phase as a trade

hub and as the centre of India’s textile industry

until the 1970s. After Indian independence the

city succeeded in establishing modern, cutting-

edge architectural and educational projects, like

universities and institutes, some with the partici-

pation of foreign architects like Louis Kahn, Le

Corbusier and Ray and Charles Eames. The city

is also home to the Gandhi Ashram, from where

Gandhi began the peaceful Salt March in 1930.

The Sabarmati River, which runs through

Ahmedabad, originates in the Arravalli moun-

tain ranges and pours into the Gulf of Cambay

in the Arabian Sea. The river flows from north

to south, splitting the city into two very differ-

ent halves: the old medieval walled city on the

east and the new city to the west. The original

size of the natural riverbed was between 330

meters and 680 meters wide. South of the inner

city the Vasna Barrage dam controls the river’s

water level and also serves agricultural irriga-

tion canals.

The Sabarmati is a seasonal river, unlike

rivers in Europe. Hence this landscape is char-

acterised by two extreme intervals: the tem-

porarily full, flooded riverbed during the mon-

soon (1.5 months of the year) and a small

stream in a dried-up sandy riverbed during the

summer, where in earlier times there existed a

temporary open space for the public. In the last

few decades, as a consequence of fast urbanisa-

tion, large areas of the floodplain began to be

occupied by numerous squatters with very poor

living conditions and always threatened by the

risk of flooding. The existing river continuum

was already disrupted by existing barriers, and

former water quality was poor due to increasing

pollution (the river was illegally used for sewage

disposal). In consequence the former ecological

function had been limited and the spatial signifi-

cance of the riverfront had disappeared from

the public’s awareness.

The Sabarmati River splits the city of Ahmedabad in two.

The basic design idea of the development project is to con-

vert the urban river landscape into a new part of the city by

reclaiming land.The original size of the riverbed was 

between 330 meters and 680 meters wide.
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The Dutch “Room for the River” programme is facing the chal-

lenge of climate change with 39 projects that integrate design

aspects and safety in preparation for rising water levels.

The floodplain in the Ooy polder is inundated.The Room for

the River project at Lent (page 67) extends between the two

bridges and to the east and west.The image shows the view

towards the River Waal from Nijmegen in the west.

Throughout the centuries space for rivers has become more and more

limited. The construction of river dykes in the middle of the 15th century

was the first step. From the 15th to the 18th centuries rivers were regulat-

ed by building dams that pushed back the water to let it erode navigable

channels. In the 19th and 20th centuries this work was perfected by con-

structing small groynes (breakwaters) to restrict rivers in their summer

beds. Urbanisation along rivers did not limit the space left for the rivers

but made rigid corsets that confined them irreversibly. Today, the rivers are

wedged between high dykes, while the subsidence of the soil behind the

dykes is making things worse. If a flood would occur under these condi-

tions, the amount of casualties as well as the economic and emotional

damage would be huge. In 1993 and 1995, the river water reached an

alarmingly high level and the dykes just managed to hold out. In 1995,

almost half a million people were evacuated from the river area. Climate

change will affect the rivers too. Higher (and lower) discharges will have

to be met now that the Rhine will change character from a meltwater/rain-

water to a rainwater river. To meet this challenge, the Dutch cabinet creat-

ed a package of measures in 2006, called the Key Spatial Planning Decision

“Room for the River”. The main objectives are flood protection by 2015

and improved overall environmental quality in the river basin region.

Room for the River is a remarkable project in many ways.After the cab-

inet acknowledged in 2004 that climate change was about to happen and

the Netherlands had to prepare itself and adapt to it, Room for the River

was launched as the first large scale adaptation project (budget 2.3 billion

euro) to make our vulnerable country climate-proof. It will provide better

Dirk Sijmons 

R O O M
F O R T H E R I V E R
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