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Sustainability – a concept that came to prominence within a short time and has to stand for so
many things, now also appears in Topos. It concerns the efficient use of energy, a healthy envi-
ronment, but also the challenges due to changing climatic conditions. The subjects in this issue
thus range from eco-cities to sustainable sites, from land use to evaporation, from renewable
energies to paracentric architecture, and from regenerative design for Expo Shanghai all the way
to watersquares in Rotterdam. The main focus is always on landscape and its role in the sustain-
able planning and design of our future.

Sustainability
BETTER CITY, BETTER LIFE SHANGHAI WORLD EXPO 2010 · REGENERATIVE DESIGN QIAOYUAN PARK · FUTURE-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT

NEW LIVING IN HAMBURG-JENFELD · WATERSQUARES BUFFERING RAINWATER IN CITIES · PARACENTRIC ARCHITECTURE S T R AT E G I C S O C I A L

A N D E C O L O G I C A L P RO J E C T S · RENEWABLE ENERGIES LAND USE AND DESIGN CHALLENGE · BIOCITY SELF-ORGANISING SYSTEMS · CARBON 

FOOTPRINT FREE MARKET AND CLIMATE CHANGE · ECO-CITIES MASDAR AND XERITOWN · SUSTAINABLE SITES RATING SYSTEM
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I n close cooperation with the city of Hamburg and the district of
Wandsbek, West 8 is developing an urban structure for the former
Lettow-Vorbeck army barracks in Jenfeld. On the 29-hectare site, a

complete new neighbourhood for living and working will be created over
the next few years. The conversion of the former barracks area will sup-
port the much needed change of Jenfeld’s image, which is a key priority for
Wandsbek. Jenfeld has been known as a monotonous and characterless
neighbourhood in the east of Hamburg, with a high proportion of social

The plan of Hamburg-Jenfeld shows how the structure of

green areas, water and open space is connected with green

corridors.The main square of the neighbourhood provides

access to the water and spaces for recreation (page 36).

housing. It has a grey suburban charm, lacks a heart and historical relics
are rare. Nevertheless, Jenfeld has hidden qualities that not many are aware
of. The poor reputation of some parts, especially in the immediate vicini-
ty of the notorious high-rise estates, obscures the fact that Jenfeld is real-
ly a green neighbourhood where life can be quiet and comfortable. Large
green areas, ponds and lakes embellish green housing areas, which have
grown from allotment gardens into a colourful residential district. The
former barracks site has grown over decades of low key use into a green
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On the promenade in the Croatian city of Zadar, circles of

photovoltaic modules glow in various colours at night.The

solar power generated during the day operates not only the

nightly display but also the lighting of the entire port area.

Photovoltaics
in Open
Space Design
Photovoltaic elements can be used on buildings and built

structures to supply electricity. Integrating this technological

equipment is a design challenge not only for architecture but

also for landscape architecture. Including elements providing

solar energy for electricity and heating will develop into a

widespread task in open space design.


